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Dear Parents,










Dear Parents,



Welcome to Pre-Kindergarten!  I am so happy that I have the opportunity to work with your child and family this year.  I am positive that by working together we can make your child’s first year in school both rewarding and successful.  
I would like to begin by telling you a little bit about myself.  The 2010-2011 school year will mark my 16th year of teaching.  I earned my Bachelor's degree in Early Childhood Education from Bradley University and my Master's in Curriculum and Instruction from St. Xavier.  I first began my teaching career at neighboring Princeville grade school, teaching second grade.  I came to Brimfield grade school in 1996 and began here teaching Kindergarten.  It was there that I remained until 2000 when I first started teaching third grade.  I moved to teach our Pre-Kindergarten during the 2008 – 2009 school year.  Our first years have been a complete success and I am confident that the years to come will be as well.
I live in Brimfield with my family.  My husband, Steve, works at Caterpillar, and we have four sons.  Nicholas (19) will be a freshman at University of Illinois this fall. He is majoring in Agricultural and Consumer Economics with a concentration in Agri-Finance. Our next son, Chase (9) is entering 4th grade.  Chase enjoys his Grandparent's farm, plays baseball, Biddy Basketball, JFL, and is beginning golf lessons.  Mitchell (7) is in second grade and also plays baseball, Biddy Basketball, as well as JFL.  Scott (6) begins first grade this school year, plays t-ball and is anxious to start JFL and Biddy Basketball this year.   As a family we like to spend time remodeling our home and during the summer, spend a great deal of time at Oak Run swimming and boating.  
I myself graduated from BHS in 1986.   My children are the 5th generation in my family to attend school in Brimfield School District.  Seeing children enter the building with parents I went to school with is always fun.  It is even more exciting being given the chance to teach children of fellow Brimfield Alumni.  I look forward to many rewarding years here and can't imagine a better place to be, to both teach and raise my children.  







This Pre-Kindergarten classroom has been a wonderful addition to the Brimfield School District and I am so honored to be implementing this program. With my professionalism, experience, and enthusiasm to teach your child, I know our year together will be successful and productive.  I also want you to know that as a parent myself; I know that you, your child’s parent, are the most important teacher in your child’s life.  It is my goal to have a working partnership with you as your child enters the first year of their formal education.  
In the following pages you will find information about your child’s classroom and upcoming year.  Please read through this welcome packet and let me know if you have any questions or concerns.

Sincerely,
Mrs. Gore
446-3366 school
446-9746 home 
















Pre-Kindergarten Supply List

· 4 pre-school size pencils (Laddie brand at Sherman’s pharmacy or Ticonderoga My First pencils) 
· 5 Elmer’s glue sticks
· 1 bottle of Elmer’s white glue
· Box of 8 large (not jumbo) Crayola crayons
· Small pink eraser
· 1 box of 8 Crayola washable markers, classic colors
· 1 pair Fiskars children’s scissors (Not Pointed)
· 1 Back pack (regular size, no wheels)
· 1 two pocket folder to be kept in backpack for papers & notes, etc.  
· 3 family size boxes of Kleenex
· 1 pair of gym shoes (Velcro if possible)
· 1 large beach towel for rest time
· 1 small throw pillow for rest time
· 1 white garbage bag for storing beach towel in your child’s cubby
· 1 complete change of clothes (1 shorts & 1 pants) in a one gallon or two gallon zip lock bag to be kept in your child’s cubby
Please label every item with your child’s name in permanent marker.  If possible please label every individual crayon and marker.  Label your zip lock bag of extra clothes and the white garbage bag containing your child’s towel.  Also, label lunch boxes, coats, and other items that might get lost or misplaced.  You do not need to bring a supply box, as we place all supplies inside a plastic tub and keep them in their cubbies.  Please make sure that both the rest time towel and pillow fit inside your child’s backpack for bringing back and forth for weekly washings.


Pre-Kindergarten Snack

Parents will take turns providing the afternoon snacks, similar to Kindergarten.  Water will also be provided during snack time.   Each student will be asked to provide the snack approximately one time every month.   When it is your child’s birthday, your child’s birthday treat will be the snack that day.  We will have a once a month cooking activity, classroom parties, nutrition lady visit, and “left over’s” to help spread out the snack obligation.  Also, there will not be a snack on early out days.  We have broken the school week into the following “suggested” snack groups: 

Monday - graham crackers, crackers, packaged cheese crackers or peanut butter crackers

Tuesday – fruit snacks, fruit rollups, fruit fig cookies, applesauce cups, jello cups, Yogos 

Wednesday – cookies, cupcakes, pudding cups, ice cream, donuts, small marshmallows, pop tarts 

Thursday – granola bars, fruit bars, cereal bars, dry cereal

Friday – apples, oranges, pears, seedless grapes, raisins

Parents should feel free to make their own suggestions and send whatever they can.  Snacks should be store bought only.  When it is your child’s birthday, you can bring whatever they want to.  

Make sure to let me know if your child has any special food requirements or allergies.












Child’s Name _________________________________
Room Parties/Field Trips
Please sign your name under what you would like to help with.  Please only sign up for only one at this time.  After everyone has an opportunity to sign up for one, you will be able to help fill in the gaps at a later time.  If you are unable to help with room parties and other activities, you can help by sending in materials and other items we may need throughout the year.  Remember, whatever you can help with is greatly appreciated.  (Dates and times of the following will be organized once our year begins.)
Fall Field Trip 					Fall Party 
(Tanner’s)

________________________		_______________________

________________________		_______________________

________________________		_______________________

Winter Party					Valentine Party

________________________		_______________________

________________________		_______________________

________________________		_______________________

Spring Party						Spring Field Trip (Wildlife Prairie)

________________________		_______________________

________________________		_______________________

________________________		_______________________

Family Day Celebration				The family day celebration will be at the 
_______________________			end of the year.  This will be 									at Jubilee Park and will include all parents 
_______________________			and students.  We will have games and 
							fun activities.  
_____________________________			
							We will also be attending a play at the 
_____________________________	                        Peoria Civic Center.  Details will be 
							available in November.
_____________________________


Departure Routine
Child’s Name____________________________
My child will be going home in the following manner:

Monday __________________________________

Tuesday _________________________________

Wednesday _______________________________

Thursday _________________________________

Friday ___________________________________

The following people can pick up my child (besides their parents):




Please make sure to bring this when you come to registration.  I must follow the schedule you give me here unless you send a note stating otherwise.  In the event that I need to, I will certainly call you prior to sending your child home, if something comes up. If there are any other circumstances I need to be aware of regarding departure please let me know.  Please make sure you give Laurie Wilbur or me any changes in phone numbers in the event we need to reach you.  Aftercare information will be available at school registration time.







Here I will list various classroom management items:



Bathroom skills

All students must have completely independent bathroom skills.  It is expected that children be completely potty trained.  We will take many trips to the bathroom and can assist in small things such as buttoning and zipping, but please make sure your child can do most of his or her clothes on their own.  We will keep an extra change of clothes in cubbies, just in case there is a need for this.  In the event that your child has 3 or more bathroom accidents your child will not be able to attend our classroom.  We will meet to determine an appropriate length of time that the child can use to work on becoming completely potty trained.  They will then be able to come back.  Obviously being sick or other extenuating circumstances will be taken into consideration.  

Rest time

We will have a scheduled rest time about every day after lunch recess.  There will be calm music and dimmed lights during this time. If your child has something special that will make him or her comfortable, this is fine.  A small stuffed animal or a small blanket or other miscellaneous item would be appropriate.  This item can either remain in the bag along with their towel and pillow or can be stored in their book bag whichever they prefer.  Please limit this to one item.  If students fall asleep, we will let them sleep as necessary.  Students who don’t need to sleep can listen to the music or look at a book quietly.  As the year progresses students who no longer need a rest time and who are showing signs of readiness can work on individual skills, such as letter/sound recognition or writing letters.

Folder

Please place the supply list folder in your child’s backpack.  This folder will stay in their backpack and will hold all necessary items that travel back and forth to school.  Notes, newsletters, lunch money, etc. will be located in this folder.  When you check it at home, please put it back in so it will be there for us the next day.








Water Bottle

It is encouraged that each child has their own water bottle to bring to school daily.  This should be a reusable water bottle that is filled at home and brought to school each day for drinks between activities and also used for snack.  This bottle will be stored on top of their cubbies and brought home each day to be washed and refilled for the next day.  In the event that your child forgets their bottle, we will have paper cups available for this.   It is very difficult for 4 and 5 year olds to drink out of the water fountain without putting their mouth all over the watering device.  Having their own water bottle will help to fight exposure to germs.  

Lunch Money/Lunch

On Monday please send me a schedule of what your child wants to eat for the week.  For example:
  John Smith 
Monday – hot lunch, cheeseburger
Tuesday – cold lunch, milk only (from cafeteria)
Wednesday – hot lunch, ham and cheese sand which
Thursday – cold lunch, no milk needed (bringing juice or something from home)
Friday – cold lunch, no milk needed

Students will be given lunch cards (used as credit cards).  These cards will be organized and stored by the teacher. Please send lunch money on Monday of each week.  All money will be turned into the cafeteria when you send it. The cafeteria will keep a running balance on their computer system of what is on your child’s account.  Lunch account notes will be sent by the cafeteria when you make a payment or need to make a payment.  We will be eating lunch in the room, to allow for students more time to eat.  The school cafeteria menu comes out once a month and the first one will be available at registration.  To simplify lunch we will have white milk only, no chocolate.  Please make sure that your child’s cold lunch does not require “cooking” or heating up.  We will help them open up all containers and packages if they need it.

Popcorn Days

The PTO sponsors popcorn days twice monthly at school.  Pre-Kindergarten does not participate in these due to the fear of children choking.  Thank you for understanding.  








Discipline

Positive reinforcement and praise will be the first choice in handling classroom behaviors.  Good listening, kindness, self control, and other age appropriate skills will be encouraged, modeled, and rewarded.  Time out will be used in the event that it is necessary.  Time out will be given at the time the problem occurs after sufficient warning has been given.  In the event there are repeated behavioral problems, I will 
notify you.  Along with our curriculum, we will emphasize character education.  This will include sharing, honesty, respect, kindness, and caring for each other.   We will teach the importance of each of these while learning about appropriate behavior and classroom expectations.  

Field trips/Parties

I will send home information on these items as we approach them in our school year.  Please let me know if you have any ideas or suggestion ahead of time so we can plan for them.

Newsletter

I will send home a weekly newsletter with classroom information and upcoming projects and etc. In the newsletter, I will include information about the current curriculum and skills we have been working on in the classroom.   This will be in addition to the school newsletter.

Attendance

If your child is sick please call the school office to let them know.  If you foresee an absence ahead of time, please let me know so I can make sure your child does not miss anything important. 

Book Packs

Once the year begins each child will be bringing home the current book we are working with.  The book will come home in a bag along with an activity to do with your child that will reinforce the skills we have been working on here at school.  Some activities will stay at home and others will come back to school for classroom display.  We will have a check out system and parents will be responsible for getting these books back to us.  There will be more information to follow on the book packs.  






Star of the Week

We will have a “star” of the week as the year progresses.  Each child will have a turn being the “star” of our classroom for one week.  During this week your child can have you come in to read or do a special activity with the class.  Family pets can visit or other special family members, including grandparents.  Sometimes siblings from other classes come to read, too.  We will have a board in our room where the star’s family photos will be displayed along with anything else that is important to them.  I will make a “star” of the week schedule once the year begins.

Birthday Treats 

Please watch the snack schedule for your child’s birthday treat day.  If your child has a summer birthday, please let me know what day during the school year you would like to celebrate it.


Special Projects

It is my goal to have special projects twice monthly on Fridays in our classroom.  These will be posted ahead of time in the classroom newsletter.  For example special projects might be carving pumpkins, making holiday ornaments, or other art projects. We will typically have this scheduled from 2:15 – 3:00 Friday afternoons.  If your schedule keeps you from visiting other times you can plan on attending during some of these special project activities.  We do not have required volunteer hours, as we understand how busy work schedules can be.  You are not required to attend these special projects and your child will still be completing the activity we have planned.  I like to offer planned special projects to enable you to juggle your work obligations.  


School Year

The all day Pre-Kindergarten classroom will be in session from 8:00 – 3:00, Monday through Friday and will follow the school calendar.  Please see the enclosed schedule regarding specifics.  





School Registration
Please watch the Home Shopper for details about school registration.  This is typically the first Monday, Tuesday, or Wednesday after Old Settlers Days in Brimfield.  For school registration you will need to bring your child’s birth certificate, school physical and dental checkup (forms attached).  Please make sure the physical includes current immunizations and ensure your doctor has addressed the TB testing, lead testing, and diabetes screening areas on the back of your child’s form.  While your doctor can waive these, by state law, our school must have these on record.  
You can obtain information about the lunch menu and our aftercare program at registration time.  Again, makes sure you watch the Home Shopper about lunch prices, pre-kindergarten registration fees, and any other details you will need for Pre-Kindergarten.
During school registration hours, I will be in my classroom to help your child with his or her supplies.  I want to give everyone the opportunity to get settled prior to the first day of school.   If you are not able to meet me in my room during this time, please call me and we can make other arrangements.  While this is not mandatory, it is encouraged to help first day of school concerns.  We will also have an “all school” Open House shortly after the school year begins.  
When you come visit me in our classroom during registration please bring the following items:
					Your child (So they get acquainted with their classroom 					and me)
					Their supplies
					Your departure schedule form
					The room parties/field trip sign up form
					A copy of your child’s birth certificate
					School physical (with immunizations up to date,
						Tb testing, lead testing, and Diabetes screening)
					Dental checkup
			
This is by no means an all inclusive list of items that may come up this year or items you may already have questions about.  It is just a brief look into our Pre-Kindergarten classroom. 

Thank you so much for your time and for allowing me to be a part of your child’s learning!  I look forward to the upcoming school year!

Mrs. Gore 
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