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Pre-Kindergarten Newsletter
Friday, August 27, 2010
Upcoming School Dates
Mon. Sept. 6	No school, Memorial Day
Fri. Sept. 10	School pictures
Fri. Sept. 17	Midterms 
Fri. Oct. 1	8:00 – 11:30 half day
Mon. Oct. 11	School in session – holiday waived
Fri. Oct. 15	Early out 1:50 dismissal – end of first 			grading period
Th. Oct. 21	Report cards
Wed. Oct. 27	Parent /Teacher Conferences
		3:30 – 5:00 & 6:00 – 8:00
Th. Oct. 28	Parent /Teacher Conferences
		3:30 – 5:00 & 6:00 – 8:00
Fri. Oct. 29	No school
Wed. Nov 11	School in session – holiday waived
Fri. Nov. 12	Midterms
Wed. Nov. 24	8:00 – 11:30 half day
Th. Nov 25	No school
Fri. Nov 26 	No school
Mon. Dec. 20	Early out 1:50 dismissal
Tues. Dec. 21	Early out 1:50 dismissal
Dec. 22 – Jan 1	No school, winter break
Mon. Jan 3	Teacher Institute
Tues. Jan 4	School back in session

Upcoming Class Dates
Fri. Sept. 3	Parent Activity 2:15
Mon. Sept. 13	White shirt due
Fri. Sept. 17	Parent Activity 2:15
Th. Sept. 30	Tanners Field Trip	

Please mark your calendars for the above dates.  

Check out the school website www.brimfield309.com
Check out the Pre-K home page for changes often. http://www.brimfield309.com/vnews/display.v/SEC/G.S.%20Faculty%20Pages|Gore

Odds & Ends
 Please remember that we will begin regular schedule next week with school being in session 8:00-3:00.  When the temperature is 90 degrees or above, as stated on the WHOI 10:00 news, we will be dismissing at 1:50.  If you are 

not sure, please call the office.    We will follow this heat schedule procedure until Sept 15th.  

Thank you for attending Open House.  I hope you had an opportunity to check out the room and your child’s home away from home during the day.  They are so proud to show you what they have made.  
Please make sure to check your child’s folder every night.  If you have lunch money or correspondence for us, please make sure to put it in your child’s folder and we will check first thing each morning.
If you did not leave your doctor or dentist checkup forms with me or the school nurse during registration, please send them in as soon as possible so we have them on file.  State law requires us to have these on file by October 15.  The state also requires we have a copy of your child’s birth certificate on file.
Please make sure I am aware of your child’s departure routine.  If it changes let me know accordingly.  If your schedule changes from week to week just send in a note each Monday morning letting me know where your child will go each day.  If it should change in the middle of the day for dismissal that afternoon, please let me as soon as you can.
I will be sending home a copy of the field trip and party sign ups next week for you.   Please note the date of our first field trip to the left.  Details about this field trip will be coming home soon.
If you have any newspaper at home you would like to get rid of, you can send it our way.  It comes in handy when we paint.  Also, if you have any magazines at home you no longer want, we can always use them, too.  Thank you!
Please remember to send in your child’s water bottle each day.  We will make sure it comes home each day to be washed and refilled for the next day.  Thank you for helping with this.  Young children have a terrible time drinking out of our water fountains without placing their mouth on the water dispenser.  Water bottles help keep germs away.  
For safety reasons, please do not send your children to school in backless shoes.  Flip flops, clogs, and other slip- ons make it very difficult for the children to climb on the play ground equipment safely.  Sandals and crocs with back straps on them are fine.  
Please remember to send in a lunch note for your child each Monday.  For example:
Scott –
Monday – cold lunch, juice from home
Tuesday – hot lunch, lasagna
Wednesday – hot lunch, ham and cheese sandwich
Thursday – cold lunch with milk
Friday – hot lunch, pizza

Children can choose whether they want the sandwich or the entrée.  Either of those choices includes all the sides listed on the menu.  Please make sure to send all cash or lunch checks inside an envelope with your child’s name on it.  

The weather can be unpredictable this time of the year.  It is best to dress your child in layers so they can add or take off during the day.  We will do our best to have children put their jackets in their book bags upon departure so they are not left here or lost on the way home.  

Girls should wear shorts under their dresses so they are still able to tumble during PE time.  

Please remember to send in your child’s permission slip for our website.   

When planning for snack for our classroom, please remember we have 20 students.  Thank you to everyone for helping with snack.  If anyone has a food allergy, please let me know as soon as possible.  
Please remember that Pre-K does not participate in popcorn day.  I am concerned with it being a choking hazard and we don’t want that worry or for it to happen.  I have explained to the children that it will be something to look forward to in Kindergarten.  Thanks for understanding!
Class Activities
In the Language Arts center we made our names with beans.   In the Math center we worked with learning our colors and color words.  Please keep this color book somewhere handy so  your child can “read” it to you often. In the Art center we sponge painted our names.  In the 
Listening Center we listened to a cd to help teach us our favorite morning songs.   For extras during centers we worked with puzzles, got familiar with our classroom library and sorted color pictures.   We also had time on the computers working with learning software that teaches phonics & letters.
Centers in Pre-K are developmentally appropriate and academic based for 4 and 5 year olds.  Children are assigned to one center each day, allowing them to complete 5 centers each week.  The activities change from week to week based on what curriculum skills we are focusing on at the time.   As the year and our skills progress, so will our center activities.  
Other activities this week included making the kissing hand gift for you, the shape sunflowers, and our self portraits.  We also began working with shapes.  We covered a triangle with pasta and learned that it has 3 sides.  We will continue to work with colors and shapes throughout the year until we have mastered them.  
Learning to write your name is difficult, but we began working on that as well.  We help the children with saying each letter and forming each letter.  Each child has a laminated strip with their first and last name on it to help with this process. 
If you want to work on skills at home you can practice writing their name (first only for now), identifying colors, and shapes in your home.  We focus on the primary colors of pink, red, brown, black, gray, orange, green, yellow, purple, blue, and white.  The shapes we learn are circle, square, oval, triangle, rectangle, heart, star, and diamond (rhombus).  
Literature stories we read this week included:  Chrysanthemum, Owen, Wemberly Worried, and Noisy Nora.   These are just a few of Mrs. Gore’s favorites from author, Kevin Henkes.  
We also begin learning our Twinkle, Twinkle ABC song/chart.  This will be coming home to you soon to help reinforce letter and sound recognition at home.  
We started music with Mr. Camp and next week we look forward to our first library visit with Mrs. Stevens, and beginning exercises with Miss. Sampier in gym.  
We will be making class t-shirts next month.  We wear this each Friday to class and also on our field trips.  Each child needs to send in 1 short sleeve white shirt or t-shirt by Monday September 13.  
We had a great first week.  Please contact me if you have questions or concerns.

				~ Mrs. Gore
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