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Pre-Kindergarten Newsletter
Monday, February 15, 2010
Upcoming School Dates
Mon. Jan.  18	No School, Martin Luther King Birthday
Fri. Feb. 5	Midterm Reports 
Fri. Feb.   12       	Holiday waived, regular day
Mon. Feb. 15	No School, President’s Day
Mon. March 1	Holiday waived, regular day
Fri. March 5	Early out 1:50
Wed. March 10	Report Cards
Wed. March 10	Parent Conferences 3:30-5:30/6-8
Th. March 11	Parent Conferences 3:30-5:30/6-8
Fri. March 12	No School
Fri. March 19	No School
March 29- April 2 No School, spring break
Fri. April 9	Midterm reports
Fri. April 16	8:00 – 11:30, half day
Th. May 27 & 28	Early out 1:50
May 28		Last day of school
(End of year days may change if we have snow days)	
	     
Upcoming Class Dates

Fri. Jan. 29	Parent Activity 2:15
Fri. Jan. 29	100th day of school/bring collections
Fri. Feb. 12	Valentine party 1:45 – 2:45/bring 			              Valentines cards for friends
Fri. Feb. 19	Parent Activity 2:15

Check out the school website www.brimfield309.com
Pre-K now has a homepage!  On our school website click the Academics link on the right side, then Grade school and you will see it.  
If possible I would like everybody to wear their class t-shirt that we made each Friday.  
Please wash your child’s towel and send it back on Monday. 
Class News
This week’s nursery rhyme with Mrs. Paxson was reviewing all the nursery rhymes we have learned so far this year.  We enjoyed singing and acting out our favorites.  The Take 
Home Pack this week was Snowy Day.  We are enjoying seeing the snowflakes that you are returning to the classroom for display.
During Math centers we made mitten counting books with numbers 1-20.  Please keep this at home in a good place that will allow you to “read” them frequently.   In the Language Arts center this week we practiced writing our names on formal lined paper (similar to Kindergarten paper) and we played an alphabet uppercase and lowercase matching game.   In the Art center we made painted heart frames for our monthly picture board and also painted hearts to decorate our room.  And as always we had time on the computers working with learning software that teaches phonics, letters, sounds, colors, 
Currently the 100th day will fall on Friday January 29th.  Each child needs to bring in a collection of 100 things.  These need to be small things that can travel to school in their book bag.  We will display the 100 collections in our room.  Examples would be 100 marbles, 100 legos, and 100 cheerios.  If the collection is edible we will not be able to eat it.  It will be just for display.  On the 100th day we will be doing various special activities that will help us celebrate the 100th day of school.  If we have snow days it will obviously be pushed back.  I will keep you posted if that happens.  
Attached to this newsletter you will find the class list.  This list is for your child to make Valentines for their friends.  You can help your child write each name, but I would encourage them to write their own name if they can easily in the space allowed (some have little room to write).  You do not need to make a box or bag or home, as we will be making Valentine bags here at school for our class party, Friday, February 12.  You may send in your completed Valentines anytime you complete them.   I will be sending home information to those who volunteered to coordinate the Valentine party soon.  
Also attached to this newsletter is a list of the number poems we state when we write the numbers 1-10.  Please keep these handy if your child is practicing their numbers.  We will be working on this skill at school as well.  
Our cooking activity this week was making snowmen with rod pretzels, frosting, gummies, gumdrops, licorice, and chocolate chips.  The kids had fun and enjoyed the sweet treat.  

In the upcoming weeks you will see notifications regarding Pre-K screenings for next year.  These will take place during conference times.  I will still be able to conference with those current Pre-K families that wish to conference during that time.  The spring conferences are set aside for families that wish to conference or for those families that the teacher wishes to conference with.  I will be contacting you in the next week to set up an appointment for a conference if I feel the need to conference with you.  
Please make sure to review your child’s report card and let me know if you have questions.  We have started assessing letter identification and sounds.  At this point in the year we have worked enough with letters and sounds to fairly assess the children on these skills.  Keep working on them at home as well.  If you would like more materials at home to help, such as the letters please let me know.  I would be happy to copy and send materials home to help you practice skills at home.  
The star of the week this week was Jesse Dawson.  We loved Jesse’s pictures.  Jesse’s big brother Jacob read a story to us.  Jesse also brought in his favorite toys for us to see.  We enjoyed getting to know Jesse a little bit better.
Happy Birthday to Elexa Supan on January 10th and Jacob Cox on January 12.  Two more 5 years olds in the room!
It seems strep throat is going around.  I wanted to let you know in case your child complains of a sore throat.  
Next week’s Nursery Rhyme will be “Jack Be Nimble”.  The Take Home Pack will be “The Hat”.
Is it spring yet?  =)  Please contact me if you have questions or concerns.		
		

~ Mrs. Gore
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